
1 
 

 

  City of Edinburgh Council 

  Children and Families Department 

  

              Oaklands School,  

www.oaklandsedinburgh.com 750 Ferry Road, 

@Team_Oaklands                     Edinburgh EH4 4PQ     

 

Email: admin@oaklands.edin.sch.uk  Head Teacher: Morna Phillips            Tel: 0131 315 8100 

Monday 14th September 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Oaklands, 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of this academic year and what a strange start to term it has been. After the 

lengthy lockdown period we’ve been delighted to welcome back pupils and staff and we’re gradually getting used 

to our ‘new normal’.  

Forgive me in advance for the length of this newsletter, but I know you will be keen to hear about the measures we 

have taken to make school as safe as possible for our pupils and staff and to hear about some of the significant 

events that have happened in our Oaklands community over the last few months. 

 

Health and Safety: 

 Safety measures are in place and our classes are working in bubbles to minimise movement around the 

school.  

 We have a minimal number of visitors to the school and all our meetings are now taking place on-line. Visits 

to school must be essential and not able to take place online e.g. chest physio support for pupils. 

 We have a staff Health & Safety Group who meet regularly to ensure we are up to date with guidance 

and to discuss our practice in relation to our risk assessments.  These are dynamic and are adapted 

accordingly.   

 Clear information has been shared with staff in relation to the correct use of cleaning products, 

appropriate action regarding resources, distancing adult to adult, the wearing of face coverings, the need 

for well ventilated learning spaces and the cleaning regime provided by facilities management.   

 We will keep working together to minimise disruption as much as possible and follow the guidance with the 

main aim of keeping everyone safe.  

 Outdoor learning is a priority and will continue to be so even as the weather changes. We need your 

support with this by ensuring your child has an appropriate outdoor jacket/wheelchair poncho in school 

every day.   

  

Phone Numbers:  

It is essential in the current climate that we have all updated phone numbers and 

emergency contact details from parents. If you have recently changed your phone 

number, please let us know.  

  

 

http://www.oaklandsedinburgh.com/
mailto:admin@oaklands.edin.sch.uk


2 
 

 

Classes:  

When we returned to school in August we remained, (for the most part), in the same classes as last year. We 

quickly settled back to school and have not yet moved into our classes for session 20-21.  

We will wait to see how things progress with the global pandemic and we may need to move classes at some point 

during this session.   

  

Children:   

Two weeks into term we were deeply saddened when one of our primary pupils, 

Arabella passed away suddenly. I was honoured to be the school representative 

at Arabella’s funeral last week and we were also able to have a large group of 

staff pay their respects to Arabella and her family, outside Mortonhall 

Crematorium.  

We are very grateful for the support of the parents in Pine Class who made it 

possible for so many staff to attend. 

   

We also lost another one of our precious girls, Charlotte during the summer 

holidays. Again, many of our staff team were able to pay our respects to 

Charlotte and her family at Mount Vernon Cemetery.  

  

Over the last few weeks we have shared a lot of lovely memories (and more than 

a few tears) as we remember both Charlotte and Arabella.  

 

 

 

Staff: 

At the end of term, we said goodbye to school nurse, Gail Scobie and physiotherapist, Anke Bailie, when they 

retired after many years at Oaklands School. During the holidays we were also notified that Debbie Morrison 

another longstanding member of our nursing team was to retire.  

We had a small farewell celebration for Anke, but we have still to recognise the huge contribution to our team that 

Gail and Debbie made.  

  

Since the start of term, we have had new nurses on site, Kerry Brown has been with us every day and Cara 

McCormick has been over from Braidburn supporting the team. We are due to have a new permanent nurse start 

with us later this month.  

We welcomed a new Physio therapist to our team, Jane Mole. Jane has made her own contribution to this 

newsletter, which you will be able to read 

overleaf.  

  

We were also able to welcome Anke back 

to our school team! Anke was the 

successful candidate when we advertised 

a ‘one-day-a-week Pupil Support Officer’ 

leading on the MOVE programme in 

school.  

Oaklands is a very hard place to leave for good! 

Anke  
Physiotherapist 

Gail Scobie 
School Nurse 
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Hello parents of Oaklands pupils! 

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Jane Mole and I am a new 
member of the physiotherapy team at Oaklands. 

The school physiotherapy team of Lizzie Barke, Mel MacLennan, Becky 
Flowerdew (who is helping on a Thursday) and I have been contacting you, 
assessing your young people, adjusting their equipment and speaking to 
you about the outcomes of assessment.  

If you haven’t heard from us yet, don’t worry, you will soon. 😊 

We will see all the children/young people and I will get to know your children personally during the weeks and 
months to come.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the physiotherapy team by calling 0131 
315 810, via my work mobile number 07866 846 933 or via the home school diary. 

If you have a concern around your child’s wheelchair, please contact the wheelchair service on 0131 537 9177 or 
around Orthotics (splints) please call 0131 537 9418. 

I look forwards at some point (hopefully not too far in the future!) to meeting you either virtually, (we are working 
on the technology), or face to face. 

All best wishes,  

Jane Mole, Physiotherapist 
  

Staff Promotions and Leavers: 

• We know you will be as disappointed as we were to hear 
that Meg Dowling, our hugely talented music teacher and 
Music therapist, will be leaving us at the October break.   

The global pandemic has made Meg think about how far away she is 

from her family and she is sadly leaving to take up a post closer to 

home.   

Meg’s contribution to Oaklands has been huge and despite fully understanding her reasons for leaving, we will miss 

her creativity and vision so much. 

• After the summer break we found out that our physio, Lizzie Barke had been promoted and will shortly 
leave us to join the team over at Saltersgate school in Midlothian. We are really sorry to be losing Lizzie 
but congratulate her on her well-deserved promotion. 

 

• We have three Pupil Support Assistants leaving later this term: Amanda B from Beech Class and Mari and 
Jessica from Pine Class. Amanda will be starting a college course and Mari and Jessica have secured 
permanent posts at Redhall School and Dalmeny School. We wish them well. 

  

We want to thank all our staff leavers for the contribution they have made to the school and lives of our children 

and young people. Although we are sad to see them go, we do wish them well as they move onto the next stage in 

their career.  
  

Because of the staff members above leaving, we have some vacancies:   

• 3 temporary PSA posts have been advertised and we are interviewing this week.  

• A new physio post has yet to be filled. 

• Meg’s post is currently advertised on myjobscotland with a closing date of Friday 18th September.  
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Parental Contributions:  

We will shortly be sending out a letter to ask for you to pay a voluntary parental contribution for class activities 

and resources. This payment ensures we can purchase resources to provide stimulating and rewarding experiences 

for our children and young people. 

 Anne, (our school administrator), will be setting this up and you will shortly receive a payment notification. We 

really appreciate your support with this. 

  

Dates for your diary:  

 Monday 21st September: Holiday – School closed to staff and pupils 

 Monday 19th – Friday 23rd October: Holiday – School closed to staff and pupils 

 Monday 26th October: In-Service Day – School closed to pupils 

 Tuesday 27th October: Pupils return to school 

Parent Council: 

We will shortly be arranging our first virtual Parent Council Meeting (it’s a brave 

new world!) and will let you know the date once confirmed.  In the meantime, your 

parent Council chairperson is Marisa McInnes and Vice chair is Emily Paisley.  

Please let me know if there is anything you wish me to pass onto them or you can 

contact Marisa via email at marisamcinnes301@hotmail.co.uk 

 

I do hope you enjoy reading this bumper edition of our newsletter, with 

contributions from our class teams, our allied health professionals and 

our specialist teachers.  

Rebecca Vaughan, our DHT, keeps our Twitter 

Feed and website updated so please follow 

for daily updates!  

www.twitter.com/Team_Oaklands   

@Team_Oaklands 

Website: https://oaklandsedinburgh.com/ 

This newsletter will also be available to read on our website. 

Thank you so much for the contribution you made your child’s 

education during the lockdown period. We have been so happy to be 

back in school and making the very best of the ‘new normal’ as you will read overleaf.  

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our magnificent 

staff team for all their hard work, support and commitment to your 

children and young people, since we’ve been back at school. 

It’s a difficult time for many people and they are doing everything 

they possibly can to make school as enriching and fulfilling as 

possible for our young people. 

Kind regards, 

Morna 

Morna Phillips, Head Teacher  

mailto:marisamcinnes301@hotmail.co.uk
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The Little Acorns: 

We are all so pleased to be back at Nursery!  

We have welcomed four new pupils and their families over the last 

few weeks and had a very positive transition. We currently have 5 

children in class and it is as busy as ever. ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ will be our book this term and we have 

been splishing and splashing in water inside and outside, as well as playing with squelchy mud! We still have grass, 

snow, the forest and a deep dark cave to experience!  

Looking forward to a busy and successful term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holly Class:  

It has been a busy start to term in Holly Class. 

Although we don’t have our full number of pupils 

back in class yet, it has been lovely to have many 

of our old class back and to get to know our new 

pupils. 

This term, in common with all early years classes 

across Edinburgh, our topic is We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt. So far, we have been on a bear hunt 

in our Millennium woods, we have started to 

create a wall display tracking the story using 

paint and collage and we have played in the 

“deep, cold river” in our messy play trays. Music 

is also part of the topic and as well as singing 

bear songs we are making sounds effects for each element of the story. 

 

Although the weather has been changeable we have been getting outside. Our class has chosen a raised bed in the 

allotment and look forward to planting it up and tending the plants. We have also done some learning sitting on 

the veranda outside our class and we are making the most of the playground by using our bikes out there when we 

can. 
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Pine Class: 

Pine Class have been busy in the classroom and outside exploring our mini 

topic of Going on a Bear Hunt. So far, the pupils have taken part in a 

matching activity, matching their own props with the larger story leader’s 

props. They have searched for bears in the Millennium Woods. They have 

re-told the story, making some very big noises with the sound 

(onomatopoeic) words in the story, such as ‘Squelch’, ‘Swishy’ and 

‘Woooo!’ And they have been working hard, creating art for the various 

landmarks in the story to decorate a room in the school as a drama space 

to act out the story - with some of us using our walkers - and to create a 

symbolised display to help us build our vocabulary and our PECS 

vocabulary. We are also looking at big and small, dark and light and 

over and under.  

Other items on the Pine Class ‘To Do,’ list this term include doing a 

bit of planting in our raised bed and in the polytunnel, making a 

weather station and chart to track the day’s weather and creating a 

special outside space to make a Sukkot for RME, looking at harvest 

and the water cycle.  

 

  

 

 

Willow Class:  

Willow Class are delighted to welcome two new pupils to our class and, as well as 

the staff that the pupils know well already, we have Pat, Kenny and Ruby joining 

the lovely Willow Class Team.  

We had a very busy but fun start to the term. Our topic this term is ‘pets’, so we 

have started by listening to sounds of different animals, enjoying sensory stories about pets and using lots of arts 

and crafts to make animals.  

Willow Class have also been collecting lots of household items from the staff to use them in the courtyard and the 

primary playground, to make these areas more fun and sensory to play in.  

We have also been enjoying time in our class pod, outside in the Polytunnel, exploring the allotment, woods, 

courtyard and primary playground. We are loving our Tuesday Performing Arts session with Angela and Meg!  
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Beech Class: 

Beech class has had a great start back to school! 

We have a new pupil in addition to the crew and two lovely new PSAs!  We 

are all delighted to have them!  

This term we are missing Ruby's presence in the class. After trials and errors with 

technology, we have been able to be with her remotely for circle time. Everyone 

was very excited to see her! 

What has been going on in Beech class? Lots 

of gardening! We are having some bulbs, 

spinach and basil growing already. Will they 

survive the Scottish weather? Still not sure...  

We have also been out for a walk in the 

community and enjoyed having Performing 

Arts with Angela and Meg, also working out having gym sessions again!  

As our topic this term is "Pets", we have been looking at the pets we have at 

home and we have started to make our own fish tank with recycled materials. 

We also started making Bath Bombs and hoping that they result good enough for 

being our enterprise! 

Such a busy and amazing starting of term! 

 

Aspen Class: 

Aspen class are delighted to be back at school and back together! It’s been nice 

having the same friends and team in Aspen, although we were sad to say goodbye 

to Amanda when she moved to Beech class.  We have welcomed Jacqueline, 

Lauryn and Oliver to our team and are happy to have new adults to entertain us. 

Jacqueline is our new Tuesday teacher and her sensory sessions are already a 

huge hit!   

Despite some of our usual school activities being off 

the timetable for now, we’ve certainly been keeping 

busy. Our topic this term is ‘Going to the Movies’ 

and we’ve been joining in with a sensory story about 

a trip to the cinema, complete with popcorn 

machine, sweetie packet rustling and heckling! Of 

course, we’ve also been watching some movies on our big screen.   

We’re hoping to make some candyfloss and build 

a concession stand in our classroom too.  Perhaps 

we’ll even make our own film!  

We’re making the most of the great outdoors; 

going for walks and treasure hunts in the woods 

and taking part in outdoor learning sessions. 

Hammering fruit, leaves and flowers to make patterns on fabric was great fun! 

We have all loved being involved in caring for and collecting the fruit and 

vegetables in the beautiful Oaklands allotment: We think you’ll agree it’s been a 

good harvest this year! 
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Rowan Class: 
We have a fantastic class this year in Rowan; pupils and staff. It’s lovely being together in our bubble and really 

getting to know one another well. We’ve been taking advantage of the (sometimes) warmer weather and trying to 

get outside for most of the day. We start with our outdoor circle before heading to the allotment, woods, 

polytunnel or playground to continue our learning. The bikes have been a big hit this term with three of our pupils 

zooming up and down the playground regularly.  

We’ve been learning how to look after the worms in the wormery, feeding them fruit and vegetable peelings. 

We’ve been getting creative with found natural objects in the woods, using them to print, paint and mark make. On 

sunny days, we’ve had water play and foot spas in the playground.  

We want to continue with our outdoor learning even when the weather starts to get colder, so please make sure 

you send in coats, hats, gloves and plenty of layers as we head into autumn and winter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Speech & Language Therapy: 

Our Speech and Language Therapy team this year remains as Nicky and Annie! 

• Nicky Ford (Speech and Language Therapist) is in school Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri. 
• Annie Welsh (SLT Assistant) is in school Tues am, Wed, Thurs am. 

Please do contact us on 0131 315 8106 or via your child's home-school diary if there is anything you would like to 

discuss about your child's communication, chewing or swallowing. Nicky also has a work mobile – 07779 967 313. 

So far this term we have been focussing on rehabilitating the pupils back into the school routine or supporting them 

to maximise communication at home. This has included: 

• Social stories about returning to school, for children who use sequences of symbols. 
• Supporting school staff with setting up their Inclusive Communication environments. 
• Training school staff to support pupils to eat and drink safely and effectively at school. 
• Supporting school staff with communication activities in the classroom. 
• Producing new communication resources on the school website for families and staff... 

Take a look at our lovely *new* communication pages, full of videos and resources for families, on the school 

website...        https://oaklandsedinburgh.com/our-school/supporting-pupils-communication/ 

... Let us know if there is anything else you would like to see on the website! 

... We look forward to continuing to work with the children over the next year. 

- Annie and Nicky 

https://oaklandsedinburgh.com/our-school/supporting-pupils-communication/
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Outdoor Learning and Eco:  

We were delighted to be awarded our first Eco Schools Green Flag during 

lockdown. We’re now keen to get started working towards our second flag. 

Our Eco group looks a little different this year as we’re not all meeting 

together at the same time. Instead we have two Eco Reps from each class and 

are meeting outside in our bubbles to plan our work for the year. We have 

started a new Environmental Review to help us find out what we need to focus 

on this year and so help us put together an Action Plan. Another important job 

that the Eco Reps have taken on is looking after 

our new wormery. Our worms are very hungry. 

We check on them when we meet and feed them 

scraps of fruit and vegetables. It’s a lot of fun 

holding the wiggly worms and feeling the compost that they make. 

 

Every class is spending a lot of time outside just now. Each class is also taking part in 

led Outdoor Learning 

sessions in the woods 

and polytunnel. During 

the sessions so far, 

classes have created 

some bright and 

fantastical paintings 

using things that we found in the woods to mark 

make. They have also been learning how to build 

campfires and experiencing the sights, sounds and 

smells of an outdoor fire. We’ve had a lot of fun 

singing our campfire songs once the fire is burning 

well. Please remember to send in outdoor clothing 

for your child so that we can keep running the 

sessions whatever the weather. 

 

MOVE: 

At Oaklands, our lovely pupils are constantly working on their MOVE targets – 

as part of their daily lessons and activities. Pupils who have achieved as much 

as they can from MOVE have the opportunity to be a MOVE Achiever and to 

continue 

working on 

targets that 

they have 

achieved. 

This year 

we are 

hoping to get assessed for our Quality Mark, 

we will be sending home questionnaires about 

MOVE for parents to fill in, so keep your eyes 

open.  
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Performing Arts with Meg and Angela: 
It is wonderful to welcome all the pupils back to school this term and we have launched straight into exploring 

Music, Art, Drama and Dance with every class! Our new project is a Journey Through the Seasons, starting with 

Spring. We have transformed the hall into a magical sensory space, with stage lights, disco lights, torches, 

projection and huge visual props, made by our very own stars of the show: the Oaklands pupils! It is an exciting 

and stimulating environment to be in, especially when we combine it with music, story-telling, dance and arts and 

crafts.  

We look forward to continuing our creative journey, making lots of props, singing lots of songs, playing lots of 

instruments, making lots of artwork and, most importantly, having lots of fun!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

               

www.oaklandsedinburgh.com 

 @Team_Oaklands 

http://www.oaklandsedinburgh.com/

