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Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

Thank you for all the support we’ve received from you over the last few months. It has been a difficult time for 

everyone, but it finally feels like we may be on the road to a gradual easing of the lockdown.  

Unfortunately, schools are still seeing positive COVID cases being reported and sadly, we are no different. Last 

night and today, Health Protection Scotland are investigating a potential positive case in school.  

The parents of all identified close contact pupils have been contacted. If you have not been contacted, your 

child has not been identified as a close contact. 

Health Protection Scotland will work closely with the school over the next few days and may be in touch with you 

too, should your child have been identified as a close contact. 

Please continue to help us prevent cases at Oaklands by keeping your child at home if they are symptomatic or 

someone in the household is awaiting test results, thank you for being vigilant and continuing to keep F.A.C.T.S in 

mind.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

On Wednesday 17th March, it was lovely to finally welcome most of our children back to school and we’ve 

certainly had a busy time! Children, and staff have settled beautifully back into the school routine. Later in this 

newsletter the classes will share some news with you. 

 

 

Staffing Update: 

I sent you a letter recently to let you know I will be retiring at the end of June and want to thank you for the kind 

words I’ve received from many of you. 

My post has been advertised, interviews and the appointment of the new Head Teacher will take place in the 

summer term. A member of the Parent Council will be asked to be on the selection committee and I’ll keep you 

updated on the outcome. 

Whoever is appointed will be in a very privileged position, leading a fantastic school. 
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We recently advertised for a class teacher post and, we are delighted that Debbie Ward will join us as permanent 

class teacher on the 28th May. Debbie currently works at Braidburn school and joins us with a wealth of 

experience.  

We also appointed another permanent class teacher, Sarah Connelly. Sarah will 

also join us in May from Saltersgate School and will gradually take over the reins 

in Beech Class. We have loved having Nora Aranguren with us on a temporary 

contract for the last few years, but we knew of her wish to expand on different 

interests in her career and were pleased for her that she had recently been 

appointed as a part-time Art teacher at Braidburn school.  

We’d like to thank Nora for her hard work and commitment to the school. Nora 

joined us a probationer and leaves as a fully qualified teacher. She has 

supported the children in her class beautifully to achieve their potential, has led 

her staff team well and built strong relationships with the Beech Class families, 

whom, like us, will be really sad to see her go.  

Nora has been such a valued member of the Oaklands Team and we all wish her 

well and hope she won’t be a stranger! We do not yet have a leaving date for 

Nora but will keep you informed. This will include a period of handover with 

Sarah to ensure consistency of staffing and routine for the pupils in Beech Class.  

 

We are pleased to have appointed a new Pupil Support Assistant in the Nursery, Stewart Hoehnke.  Stewart will 

be with us until at least the summer holidays. 

Pupil Update: 

After the Easter Break we have a new pupil starting in the nursery and we look forward to welcoming him. 

I’ve also recently been involved in the CMRG process to discuss new placing requests for Additional Support Needs 

Schools for session 2021/22. Letters offering places will be sent to parents soon. We will then put plans in place 

for the new pupils and new classes for the start of school session in August. Current Nursery parents should look out 

for letters regarding their children. 

 

Remembering Rhian and Ellen: 

You will know from our recent correspondence what a sad term its 

been for the staff, pupils and families at Oaklands, following the 

deaths of Aspen Class pupil Rhian in February and our PSA Ellen in 

March. Their families and friends will be in all our thoughts over the 

next few weeks. We are already missing them so much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Today, Thursday, we break up for the Easter Break and return to school again on Tuesday 20th of April. Here’s 

hoping for sunshine for the holiday and good weather for the summer term so that we can continue to extend out 

outdoor learning opportunities. 

Please enjoy the news items from our classes below and we’re already looking forward to a busy summer term 

ahead. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Morna 

Morna Phillips 

Head Teacher 

 

Little Acorns: 

The Little Acorns have had a very busy few weeks 

since we have been back. Everyone has been working 

hard on all their communication and MOVE targets. 

We continue to spend lots of time outside. We love a 

spot of water play especially with water squirters and 

have also been trying to keep the weeds at bay with 

some gardening. The bulbs are beginning to pop, and 

we have some lovely colours appearing. We have 

been having great fun in PE – especially on bikes 

around the school. Weekly visits to the woods have 

been very exciting as we search for jungle animals 

hidden there! Most recently we have had four 

birthdays in nine days. Lots of parties, games, 

balloons and best of all CAKE!  

We wish everybody a very HAPPY EASTER and look 

forward to a (hopefully) sunny summer term. 

 

Holly: 

It has been a very short term, but Holly Class have packed a lot in to the 

last 3 weeks. We have enjoyed learning about space. We have been 

learning about the planets with our 

sensory songs, we have been doing 

space stretching to keep ourselves 

active and we have done lots of 

artwork too. We have also been 

enjoying getting outside now that the 

weather is a bit warmer. The 

daffodils we planted last autumn are 

flowering and everyone was able to 

take a bunch home. We are going to 

sow some flower seeds on top of 

them and so hopefully there will be 

more flowers for everyone in the 

summer term.  

We wish you all a happy holiday and we are looking forward to a more 

settled term to come. 



 

PINE: 

Pine Class have been up to all sorts this term – both inside 

and out of school! Space is our topic, and we chose the story 

Aliens Love Underpants for our theme. We began the term 

with at-home learning sessions of Circle Time twice a week, 

with pupils free to dip in and out as they chose. Then, pupils 

had the opportunity to join in virtually with the sensory story 

with props at home – some even brought along underpants to 

fling about! When pupils began to come to school again, they 

joined in the space topic with a variety of crafts and sensory 

activities. When we all came back together (Hooray!) we 

continued our topic with live storytelling sessions – with more 

underpants being flung about and spaceships and aliens 

flying through the air! 

We also dipped into the topic for maths and counting activities – where 

we also used our MOVE skills - and a drama activity where we visited 

different planets via a roll of the dice! The pupils enjoyed the ‘ball’ and 

‘animal planets’ with props and music the most. We have also 

constructed some junk model spacecrafts with prizes to be awarded this 

week. For Easter, the pupils took part in some egg rolling, an egg relay 

race and Easter corners. We also enjoyed some special Easter crafts 

with Angela Harrison, art specialist, and the sports coach, Sharon 

Humble, as well as our own activities in class. The pupils also resumed 

their communication and other literacy work. 

Lachlan’s neighbour, Jennifer, donated some lovely, handcrafted bears 

that his fellow pupils put together with some Easter chocolate for a 

raffle. We are just now preparing the daffodil bulbs planted last 

October – which have sprung into lovely flowers – for our entry into the 

Junior Groups Spring Bulb Competition for The Royal Caledonian 

Horticultural Society School Spring show! 

 

WILLOW: 

This term Willow Class have been learning about Space, we have been finding out and experiencing what each 

planet is like. We have been outside as much as possible, we have been planting new flowers and vegetables in 

our allotment, polytunnel and primary playground. As always Willow Class love being on the “MOVE” so have 

been on the Innowalk, in our walkers, bikes and in our standers. We love a good Music session in Willow class and 

have loved Kathryn coming in for a Music Therapy session. Willow Class would like to wish everyone a Happy and 

safe Easter! 😊 

 



 

BEECH: 

Beech class have been making the most of the spring this term. Not 

only going back to school in a great form, but also being super busy! 

We have been doing lots of gardening in our outdoor spaces such as 

the allotment and the garden in the playground. We have learned 

how to plant rhubarb, onion, carrots, broccoli, parsnip and flowers! 

We have also been looking after our peas and our garlic. The 

learners in Beech class have also been making seasonal soup and pita 

breads and eating it on a Friday! The outdoors has been our 

classroom lately and we have enjoyed jamming in the woods with 

Willow class. At art sessions we have been decorating colourful masks 

for spring topic. Beech Bubble and Fizz is back to making bath bombs to sell and this term the money will go to 

Steps to Hope. The learners and the staff are looking forward to the good weather to come and keep enjoying 

being outside! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASPEN: 

Aspen are delighted to have been able to spend some of the Spring term together again!  Everyone is on great 

form and looking so much more grown up.  We have been getting used to class routines and getting back in to our 

work out regimes on the Innowalk, standing frames and other equipment.  Now the weather is improving we are 

taking the opportunity to get out and about to play games, explore the woods and do a spot of gardening.  Here 

we are during a particularly competitive game of Boccia!  Happy Easter everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ROWAN: 

We have been exploring and experiencing different Climate Zones in Rowan this term. A series of sensory stories 

have helped us journey through the different environments from the North Pole to the Amazon jungle to the deserts 

of South America. We’ve had lots of fun along the way, crunching through snow, getting splashed by crocodiles and 

building sand castles. We’re appreciating the warmer weather and being able to spend longer outdoors. We’ve 

had the bikes out and have been racing each other along the Secondary playground. We’ve been planting 

vegetable seeds in our raised beds and flower seeds in pots outside our classroom doors. Music has featured highly 

each week too with woodland jamming sessions using natural shakers and instruments, sensory musical games and of 

course our weekly music session with Graeme via our Smart Board. It’s been nice to end the term with some fun 

Easter themed activities including Easter wreath making and a scavenger hunt in the woods. Next term our topic is 

transport and we look forward to investigating things that roll, fly, stomp and glide, with possibly even a magic 

carpet adventure in there somewhere. 

 

 

PERFORMING ARTS with Jacqueline and Angela:  

It is wonderful to welcome all the pupils back to school and we have launched straight into exploring Music, Art, 

Drama and Dance with every class! As a continuation from our live lessons during home learning we have immersed 

ourselves into all things Spring related and transformed the hall into a wonderful Spring haven. All the classes have 

enjoyed taking part in many activities such as our growing grass competition, creating a large blossom tree mural 

and flower mosaic, along with many fun music and movement activities. Next week we will focus on Easter activities 

and I’m sure all the pupils will look 

splendid wearing their own Easter hats. 

 

 



 

The Lovely Nurses! 

Hi from the Nursing Team! 

It’s been so lovely to have everyone back at school, we can’t believe how much everyone has grown over lockdown!  

We’ve been busy updating some of our paperwork and will continue to do this next term. We will send updated 

medication sheets for checking and signing so if you could return to us as soon as possible we would really 

appreciate it. If there have been any changes to medication (or anything else) please let us know.  

We will also be doing HPV vaccinations in school next term and will be in contact with those eligible prior to us 

doing them to let you know the date of these.  

Please remember to send in new syringes, gastrostomy extension sets & any medication that we have requested at 

the start of term. 

Have a great Easter break and we can’t wait to see everyone back for the Summer term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


