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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Oaklands, 

 

It’s wonderful to be back after the long summer break and I am delighted to be sharing my first newsletter with you 

as the very proud new Head Teacher of Oaklands School. 

As many of you will know, Oaklands – its wonderful children, 

families and staff - has had a very profound impact on me since I 

joined the staff team as Depute Head Teacher in August 2017. It 

is such a privilege to now be leading the school as Head Teacher. 

Joining me in the Senior Management Team are Clare Warwick, 

(Depute Head Teacher), formerly Holly Class Teacher, and Gill 

Bruce, (Business Manager). As ever, please do not hesitate to 

contact us via the school office if we can be of help. 

 

Staffing: 

Kirsti Willis: I know many of you will join me in being very sad that Kirsti, our wonderful Family Link Worker, is 

leaving us for a fabulous new opportunity with Scottish Autism. Kirsti has been an absolutely invaluable member of 

Team Oaklands and I know, for many of you, your first port of call at school.  

The list of things Kirsti has done during her time at Oaklands are too numerous 

to mention. In fact, there does not seem to be anything she can’t turn her hand 

to! It’s safe to say hers are very big shoes to fill. We will be advertising for a 

new Family Link Worker shortly. 

Kirsti’s last day at Oaklands is this Friday, 27th August. We wish her every 

success in her new post at Scottish Autism and are very grateful to her for 

everything she’s done to support the school over the last few years.  

 

We are also sad to say goodbye to Nursery Nurse, Michelle Budge 

(formerly of Beech Class) and PSAs Danielle Preston and Laura Stojakovic, 

both of whom are leaving us after dedicated stints at Oaklands. Michelle has 

joined Sanderson’s Wynd Nursery where she will support youngsters with 

complex needs. Danielle has a young family and we wish her well for the 

future. Laura and her family are relocating to Paris. 

They leave us with every good wish for their futures and we look forward to seeing them back at Oaklands 

sometime soon. 

Want to know what’s happening at Oaklands? Follow us on Twitter! @Team_Oaklands 

 

Kirsti Willis 

Family Link Worker 

http://www.oaklandsedinburgh.com/
mailto:admin@oaklands.edin.sch.uk


 

We are delighted to welcome several new staff to Team Oaklands this year.  

Firstly, Christina Gannon, who joined us last year as part of Holly Class, following a few years teaching in 

England. She was appointed as Holly Class’ new teacher over the summer, taking over the role Clare left when 

she became DHT. 

Chris was the unanimous choice, from a high calibre group of applicants and we are delighted to have appointed 

her permanently to our teaching team.  

We are also pleased to welcome Ellen Palmer, Lynne Richardson and Sarah Draper as new Pupil Support 

Assistants.  

 

New Pupils: 

It’s always lovely to welcome new pupils to Oaklands, particularly at the start of the school year.  

Zach has joined the Little Acorns in the Nursery, Harrison has joined Holly Class in P1 and Euan has joined Beech 

Class in S1. All three boys are settling in well and we are delighted to have them here! 

 

Congratulations to Beech Class! 

You may remember Beech and Spruce 

Classes taking part in a film making project 

with Screen Edinburgh a while back.  

The Oaklands film, Who We Are, made as 

part of our Our Edinburgh programme last 

year was enrolled into this year’s Edinburgh 

and Lothians Schools Film Competition, 

which runs as part of the Edinburgh 

International Festival.  

I am absolutely delighted to tell you that 

the film was the winner in the category 

‘Most Impactful Film’! This is a wonderful 

achievement for all the pupils involved and 

I am absolutely thrilled that their 

contribution has been recognised. 

 

You can find the film via the link below or 

on our school website. 

https://www.screen-ed.org/who-we-are 

 

Covid Update: 

As you will know, we had our first positive Covid case of the year on our very first day back last week! I am 

pleased to tell you that following negative PCR tests from identified close contact pupils and staff, this was an 

isolated case and all pupils and staff returned to school immediately following their confirmed negative PCR tests. 

Our Health and Safety committee met yesterday, and we will be retaining all our existing protocols including all 

staff and visitors wearing moisture resistant masks this term. We are very aware of the vulnerability of our pupils at 

Oaklands and are taking every precaution possible in school to protect them. 

I know the relief many of you are feeling as you start to receive vaccine appointments for your children. It would be 

helpful if you would let us know when your child receives the vaccine via the school office. 

 

https://www.screen-ed.org/who-we-are


 

What’s New at Oaklands (Session 2021-22)? 

New Class Teams: 

If you look inside your child’s homes/school diary, you will see a photo of their 

new class team with names and faces of the staff working with them every day. 

We hope this will help when you talk to your child about their day at school. 

Changed your Mobile Number? 

Please can you make sure we have your most up-to-date contact details, 

including your mobile phone number and email address. Please contact Anne in 

our school office with any changes. 

 

Outdoor Learning: 

Outdoor Learning remains a priority for us at Oaklands this year. We are lucky to have great outdoor spaces 

within the school grounds that our classes can use. Our allotment is in full growth and pupils have been out already 

harvesting parsnips, carrots, onions and more. Our outdoor spaces 

were well looked after over the summer by some members of staff 

and their families and as a result they look great with flowers 

blooming everywhere. Funding from Cash for Kids is enabling us to 

further develop our outdoor spaces and we hope to soon have an 

accessible wildlife area complete with a pond and wild flower 

meadow. 

Staff at Oaklands take as much of the curriculum outdoors as possible 

and many lessons and activities take place in the playground, woods 

or allotment. In addition, all classes will have a series of dedicated 

Outdoor Learning sessions this year. Willow, Aspen and Beech have 

weekly sessions this term and other classes will have the opportunity later in the school year. Pupils have already 

been out in the woods building campfires and taking part in campfire songs as part of these sessions. We hope to 

be out in most weather. Activities will be varied but all aimed at offering opportunities to experience and explore 

nature and being outdoors in fun, interactive and multi-sensory ways. 

To enable pupils to get the most out of these outdoor opportunities, please ensure that your child comes to school 

with suitable outdoor clothing. Given the unpredictability of the Scottish weather, this may include sunscreen, sunhats, 

waterproofs and/or warm extra layers. 

Ele Arbuckle (Principal Teacher – Outdoor Learning) 

 

Rebound Therapy: 

 

We are delighted to be introducing Rebound Therapy to our curriculum at Oaklands this year. Led by Morna, 
Rebound Therapy is linked closely with MOVE and uses trampolines to provide opportunities for movement, 
therapeutic exercise and recreation for people with additional support needs. It is used to facilitate movement, 
promote balance, promote an increase or decrease in muscle tone, promote relaxation, promote sensory 
integration, improve fitness and exercise tolerance, and to improve communication skills. 

We are proud to have this sector leading programme coming to Oaklands this year. 

 

Here’s to a fantastic year ahead!  

With every good wish, 

Rebecca 

Rebecca Vaughan 

Head Teacher 


