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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Oaklands, 

 

We’re now, somewhat unbelievably, in to our fifth week back together as a school community. The children and 

young people have settled back in to school life remarkably well and the class teams have lots of interesting and 

exciting learning activities up and running. 

Due to the complexities of life with Covid, life at Oaklands still feels somewhat different to normal but the creativity 

of the staff team means that we are making the very most of every day.  

I’d like to thank you all very much for your support and flexibility in 

supporting the school to ensure all our community, but particularly our 

vulnerable young people, stay as protected as possible from Covid. We are 

doing everything we can to keep the school Covid secure but the realities of 

society re-opening mean it’s an ongoing challenge. 

I will keep in touch as quickly as possible to alert you of Covid cases that may 

impact on your child via Groupcall messenger. I also send out additional 

important information via email this way. 

If you are not receiving these emails/text messages, please ensure Anne in 

the office has your contact details and email address. 

 

Staffing: 

I wanted to share some wonderful personal news with you all. I am absolutely thrilled to be pregnant with twin 

boys, due in the middle of December. This has been a long-awaited pregnancy, after many years, and my wife, 

Louise and I could not be happier. 

I plan on taking a period of maternity leave in November, before returning to Oaklands, and my post will be 

advertised as a maternity cover shortly.  

I know any period of change can be concerning for families but please be reassured that the school is in an 

excellent place with leadership at all levels. There will be a full and thorough handover and the other members of 

the school management team, Clare (Depute Head Teacher), Gill (Business Manager) and Principal Teachers Lucy, 

Ele and Angela, will all be here to support the Acting Head Teacher, in my absence. 

I’d like to thank the Parent Council Chair and Vice Chair, Emily and Marisa, and the 

wonderful Team Oaklands staff team for all their support during my pregnancy so far. 

I very much look forward to returning to Oaklands and will be in over the course of my 

leave with my two additions to Team Oaklands! 

 

Want to know what’s happening at Oaklands? Follow us on Twitter! @Team_Oaklands 

http://www.oaklandsedinburgh.com/
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Parent Council: 

This Thursday sees the welcome return of Oaklands Parent Council. We are meeting virtually on Thursday 16th 

September at 6.30pm. 

The Parent Council is a fantastic opportunity to help 

support and develop the school. There will be contributions 

from Clare and me as well as from Nicky Ford (Speech 

and Language Therapist). 

All are welcome. We hope many of you will be able to 

make it. 

Please contact emilyjanepaisley@gmail.com or 

admin@oaklands.edin.sch.uk if you’d like an invite. 

 

 

 

What’s been happening at Oaklands? 

Little Acorns: 

The Little Acorns have been very busy learning all about the Smeds and the Smoos as part of the ELC transition 

project this year. We had a week of red activities and then a week of blue! Red dough and painting, red bubbles 

and a warm footspa; followed by ice play, blue gluck and outdoor water play. This turned into a week of 

splashing, welly printing and outdoor play in a sprinkler! Currently we are bouncing on trampolines, bouncing balls 

and jumping up and down in and out of hoops. We continue to work hard on our individual targets – some children 

working on PECS, others Playboxes and Intensive Interaction. Plus, we spend as much time as possible on 

independent MOVE tasks and free play sessions. We haven’t been able to venture out to the local library just yet 

as its being renovated. But we have managed to find Bookbug online via Blackhall library! The children have really 

enjoyed nursery rhymes, action songs and story sessions with the brilliantly enthusiastic Paul! 
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Holly Class: 

It has been wonderful to welcome back all the children in Holly Class! The 

children have made a fantastic start, settling back into school so well. We 

have had fun exploring the outdoors in the Woods and Allotment and it has 

been great to be back in the Snoezelen and Softplay! Holly class have been 

working on the Smeds and Smoos theme; creating wonderful artwork, getting 

stuck into alien themed messy play, as well as making new friends and 

generally having fun!  

 

Pine Class: 

Pine class have really enjoyed exploring growing things in the allotment and 
in class. Our allotment bed has produced a lot of kale and chard which we all 
got to harvest and take home. We have enjoyed the story ‘The Little Seed’ in 
the polytunnel, and have experienced flowers growing from seed through the 
tomatoes, peppers and corn growing in the polytunnel. This week we have 
planted seed potatoes, hoping for some roast potatoes for Christmas. The 
children are all becoming more confident about touching different textures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Willow Class 

Willow Class have been very busy over the past couple of weeks and have been working on getting as much time 
outside in the beautiful weather as possible! We have been outdoors to harvest cabbage planted in the spring and 
to plant some greens, including lettuce and spinach, for a late summer harvest. We have played parachute games 
outside and have been pressing the Big Mack for a turn to knock over some stacked tins with our wheelchairs or in 
our walkers. We have also had some wonderful music sessions with Graeme on a Monday afternoon, jamming 
along with some topical tunes. Some of the pupils have made our very first batch of brownies in a very long time 
whilst learning more about the Core Words ‘Go’ and ‘Stop,’ when using the standing mixer. The other half of the 
class enjoyed a UV-light Disco in the Snoezelen. We are also looking at emotions this term; four in particular: 
‘happy,’ ‘sad,’ ‘angry’ and ‘afraid,’ and – looking at the Pixar film ‘Inside Out,’ have made coordinating ‘stained 
glass’ door panels with tissue paper and sticky plastic. This is only a few weeks in... I wonder what Willow Class will 
get up to next. 

 

Cedar Class: 

 

Cedar class have had a lovely start to the school year, getting to know our new classroom, teachers and classmates.  
We’ve been keeping active, joining in with fast-paced playground games, wheelchair dancing, and even taking 
part in a cycling challenge. We are a class of speed demons!  We’ve spent plenty of time outdoors in the woods 
and the allotment, and have been cooking each week as well as enjoying plenty of sensory stories and music.  We 
still find time to chill out and relax though and are looking forward to what we’re sure will be a great year! 

 

 



 

Beech Class: 
Beech class have had a fun but busy start to the new term. Everyone has settled into their new classroom and 
routines really well.  

Our topic this term is Space which we are all enjoying so far. There have been lots of messy activities – paper 
mache planet creating, foam and paint printing, rolling pin painting and mixing up some galaxy playdough.  

We’ve started cooking every Wednesday, first using the fresh vegetables that we dug up from the allotment to 
make carrot muffins and now we have started our rotation of pakora and curry making, using ingredients that we 
bought from the local Morrisons. We hope to get out and about more often this term and maybe do more 
community activities such as litter picking and recycling.  

This week we will also start a new dance project with the Edinburgh Dance Project. We are all crossing our fingers 
that the festival will go ahead (even if it is just virtually). 

 

 

 

Aspen Class: 

Aspen class have had a very busy start to the school year. We have been having lots of fun doing a range of 
activities including going on the Innowalk, having stretches in softplay, going to the woods, using the Snoezelen and 
gardening in the allotment and polytunnel. We have also been participating in Music Therapy with Kathryn, 
Performing Arts with Jacqueline and Angela, dancing in class and baking yummy cakes in Home Economics.  
 

We are doing the topic of Space this term and have already made some messy Space art and read a sensory 
story about the Man who works on the Moon.  

We are looking forward to doing more activities about Space and making a big display about our topic.  
 

Aspen Class are also in the process of making an exciting new enterprise project made from wooden pallets. 



 

Outdoor Learning: 

Outdoor Learning continues to take place regularly across the school. Assemblies, topic work, games, art, stories 
and more are all happening outside. We’ve been lucky with the weather so far, but we plan to continue learning 
outside all year round. We are fortunate to have been awarded some money from Brakes, our catering suppliers, 
to help us to buy waterproof wheelchair ponchos, trousers and jackets. These should arrive in the next few weeks 
and so we will soon all be able to get outside even when it’s raining.  

Several classes have regular Outdoor Learning sessions led by our Outdoor Learning teacher. These groups have 
been out in the woods each week taking part in a range of activities. We started the year with campfires. We then 
went on sensory journeys investigating the things that we came across. We collected natural objects and created 
journey books so that we can retell our journey and share it with friends. Most recently, we’ve enjoyed squishing 
and rolling clay to make tiles. We collected leaves, cones, bark and other things and pressed them into the clay to 
create 3D patterns. 

 

 

Performing Arts: 

It is wonderful to welcome all the pupils back to school this term and we have launched straight into exploring 
Music, Art, Drama and Dance in our immersive sensory theatre in the hall. All the pupils are settling in well including 
all our wonderful new young people. Our new project focuses on the senses where we are having fun exploring lots 
of scents, sounds, textures and visuals all based around going on a picnic. We are combining this project with our 
exhibition preparation where we will be showcasing all our art creations in the North Edinburgh Arts Centre. This is 
a collaborative exhibition with 3 other schools, we are looking forward to seeing all the work displayed together. 
We hope you will be able to visit the exhibition which will take place on 2nd – 7th November. 

 

 

 

 



 

Speech and Language Therapy: 

 

We started the year with some busy in-service days, delivering training and launching our 
school projects for this year... 

The Big Mack Project – developing our use of simple communication devices across the school 
and in the wider community. 

Working towards an award called “Communication Friendly School” 
status. 

Our team news: We are excited to welcome a new member to our SLT team... Sarah 
Haggerty... hopefully starting in the next week or two. Please keep an eye out for a letter 
from us to let you know when she has arrived! 

With warm wishes, Nicky and Annie 

 

 

Please remember that we have a few holiday dates coming up: 

 

September:  Monday 20th September – school closed to all 

October:  Monday 18th – Friday 22nd October – school closed to all 

   Monday 25th October – in-service day – school closed to all pupils 

 

Please see overleaf for a first draft calendar for the year. 

 

Looking forward to seeing lots of you for Thursday’s Parent Council meeting! 

 

With every good wish, 

Rebecca 

Rebecca Vaughan 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Week Beginning Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

16th  August In -Service  In -Service    

23th August      

30th August      

6th  September      

13th September    Parent Council 6.30pm  

20th September Holiday     

27th September      

4th October   Food Bank Collection Week  

11th  October      

18thOctober Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

25th October In -Service      

1st November      

8th November      

15th November    Parent Council 6.30pm  

22nd November      

29th November      

6th  December      

13th December  Christmas 

Show 

  Christmas 

Jumper Day 

20th December Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

27th December Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

3rd January  Holiday Holiday In -Service   

10th January      

17th  January      

24th  January    Parent Council 6.30pm  

31st January       

7th February      

14th February Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

21st February      

28th February      

7th March      

14th March      

21st March      

28th March      

4th  April      

11th April Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

18th April  Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

25th April      

2nd May Holiday In -Service    

9th May      

16th May      

23rd May  Holiday   Parent Council 6.30pm  

30th May  Sports MOVE Week Reports 

issued 

6th June    Parent/Teacher 

Consultations 

 

13th  June      

20th June      

27th June      

4th July Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 
 

The majority of Child Planning Meetings will be held on Mondays/Tuesdays between 1st November and 6th 
December. 

As with everything during these strange times, dates may change, and things may be added or removed. We will 
keep you updated with as much notice as possible. 

Year Plan - Oaklands School 2021-22 


